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“A Table Set for One”

At a RCMP Regimental dinner, fallen comrades are recognized by the setting of “A Table Set for One”.  After calling the dinner to order, The Master of Ceremonies requests the assembly to rise.  The spoken words that follow describe the setting.  This ceremony is optional at Regimental Balls.
“We call your attention to this small table, which occupies a place of dignity and honour near the head table.  It is set for one, symbolizing the fact that members of our Force are missing from our ranks.  Our comrades are unable to be with their loved ones and families tonight, so we join together to pay our humble tribute to them, and bear witness to their continued absence.
· In their honour, the table, set for one, is small, symbolizing the frailty of one member, and our everlasting memories:
· The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of motive and their intention to serve their country's call;
· The single red rose signifies the blood shed in sacrifice and reminds us of family and friends;
· The red ribbon represents our determination to never forget them;
· A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate;
· The salt sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the countless tears of families and friends;
· The glass is inverted as they cannot join us in the toast this night;
· The chair is empty. They are not here;
· The candle is reminiscent of the light of hope that their lives were not given in vain;
· The Canadian flag reminds us that they made the supreme sacrifice in the service of law and order for our country.
Let us remember them and never forget their sacrifices.  May God forever watch over them and protect them and their families.”
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